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and to providing a caring, 
positive environment for 
our students” Welcome

Welcome to the Coláiste Mhuire Community,

Thank you for considering placing your son’s educational, emotional 
and holistic development in our care.  The bond of trust that we enter 
into as a result is not taken lightly.  We will endeavour to ease your 
anxieties and to assure you that we will make the transition from 
Primary to Secondary school as smooth and as seamless as possible for 
your child.

We have a unique atmosphere here in Coláiste Mhuire where all of our teachers, secretaries and support 
staff genuinely strive to motivate and support every child to reach their full potential as a person. This 
is achieved through the warm, caring and welcoming environment which is clearly evident from the 
moment you walk into our school. Every decision we make is centred around the positivity, pride and 
performance of our pupils. Every one of our pupils are challenged and encouraged to reach beyond what 
they thought possible in order to achieve their own individual dreams.

I am extremely honoured to work alongside such kind, committed and positive people. I am privileged 
to lead an amazingly talented, highly motivated and dedicated team of professionals. Our inspirational 
teachers continually strive for excellence in their teaching and learning. This in turn raises the expectations 
and standards of our pupils.

More importantly, every single member of our team goes above and beyond to ensure that our pupils 
are equipped with coping mechanisms. In today’s world, we all face challenges that life will present from 
time to time. We are powerful advocates of mindfulness and positive wellbeing. There is a really close 
bond between our teachers and our pupils. We are a telling school and have embraced a culture where 
we always have someone to talk to, somebody to confi de in. Our door is always open. As a result, we 
all become more trusting and understand that it is perfectly normal to have worries and concerns. By 
talking to each other, we learn how to bounce back and to become resilient.       

Coláiste Mhuire will provide your son with the broadest array of opportunities possible, both within and 
outside the classroom. We pride ourselves on having a Transition Year programme that is, in our opinion, 
the best in the country. Our Performing Arts teachers create a self confi dence in our pupils through on 
stage dramatic performances, musical talent shows and performing in the school choir and band. We 
also have a very close association with Mullingar Arts Centre. In terms of sport we are renown for our 
great successes in Athletics and in both GAA codes. 

Our Coláiste Coding provides our pupils with an arena in which they are challenged to think critically, 
to problem solve and to develop their digital literacy to the highest level. By combining this with our 
innovative Technology department and our Young Scientist programme we are developing future experts 
in the fastest growth area in terms of job opportunities.

The success of Coláiste Mhuire pupils is dependent on the exceptionally strong link between parents, 
pupils and teachers. This is your son’s home for eight hours every day. We will do everything possible to 
ensure that your son is safe. It is our aim that your son will be fulfi lled. It is our vision that he will reach 
his full academic potential and follow in the footsteps of the vast majority of our students who have 
continued their education to third level, pursuing the career of their dreams at the highest possible level. 
It is our guarantee that he will be respected and made feel welcome. We genuinely hope that when 
your son looks back on his time here as a Coláiste Mhuire student he would do so with a sense of pride, 
personal fulfi lment and happiness. 

Mr. Malachy Flanagan
Principal

 - Our Mission Statement
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Heritage
Heritage and Spirituality

Coláiste Mhuire, Mullingar’s oldest post primary school, opened its doors in 
1856 with the aim of educating the poor children of the parish. This was 
the wish of a local brewer named James Hevey, who bequeathed the land on 
which the school is built.  We Continue to modernise and develop our school 
facilities, always keeping the wishes and aspirations of James Hevey alive. 

The essential spirit of Coláiste Mhuire is based on the fi ve key elements of the Edmund 
Rice Schools Trust:
•  Nurturing faith and Christianity
•  Promoting partnership within the school community
•  Excelling in teaching and learning
•  Creating a caring school community
•  Inspiring leadership in our students. 

In our school, we are committed to the holistic development of our students 
regardless of ability, creed or background. 

“When educating the mind of 
our youth, we must not forget to 
educate their hearts”

- Dalai Lama
SpiritualitySpiritualitySpirituality“When educating the mind of Spirituality“When educating the mind of 

our youth, we must not forget to Spiritualityour youth, we must not forget to 
educate their hearts”Spiritualityeducate their hearts”

- Dalai Lama
Spirituality

- Dalai Lama
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In Coláiste Mhuire, the highest academic standards are promoted 
and students are challenged every day to achieve their potential. In 
partnership with families and the wider community we endeavour 
to provide an integrated learning environment that actively 
encourages excellence in teaching and learning. 

Our highly qualifi ed and motivated teachers are at the forefront of new 
approaches to improving student learning.

The positive spirit of collaboration on a whole staff basis is particularly prevalent 
and our students are at the core of all we do. 

All classrooms boast networked computers and data projectors to allow students 
to engage with learning in a multisensory capacity. We also provide facilities for 
practical learning with science laboratories, home economics facilities, art room, 
technology room, woodwork room and design space. Our students can avail of a 
comprehensive computer room and dedicated music fl oor.  

Coláiste Mhuire’s broad curriculum offers students opportunities in many areas 
with the aim of developing inherent talents and nurturing creative thinking. 

Learning
In Coláiste Mhuire, the highest academic standards are promoted 

Learning
In Coláiste Mhuire, the highest academic standards are promoted 

Teaching and Learning

“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I 
remember, involve me and I learn”

- Benjamin FranklinLearning“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I Learning“Tell me and I forget, teach me and I 
remember, involve me and I learn”Learningremember, involve me and I learn”

- Benjamin FranklinLearning- Benjamin Franklin
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Junior Cycle
The Junior Cycle is a three year programme that 
underpins our school’s vision for developing our 
students and helps them to achieve their best. 
This philosophy is in line with the new Junior Cycle 
framework that aims to enable students to achieve 
their full potential and contribute to Ireland’s 
economic, social and cultural development. Our 
mixed- ability approach in fi rst year affords students of 
all abilities the opportunity to expand on their talents 
and to challenge their young minds. 

Senior Cycle
This two year course sees students take a minimum 
of seven subjects from the variety provided in Coláiste 
Mhuire. The core subjects of English, Irish and Maths 
are taken alongside a choice of four from the following: 
Geography, History, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Agricultural Science, French, German, Business, 
Accounting, Construction Studies, Music, Art, Design 
and Communication Graphics, Engineering and Home 
Economics 

Students are supported in their choices by 
comprehensive Career Guidance advice. 

Transition Year
Transition Year is a unique one-year programme. We 
have created a multifaceted course that promotes 
the personal, social, vocational, sporting, creative and 
educational development of students. Our aim is to 
foster the holistic and balanced development of our 
students. We endeavour to prepare them for their role 
as responsible members of society using their newly 
acquired life skills. Students engage in a full academic 
programme and also complete four periods of work 
experience. Throughout the year our students are 
actively involved in community projects.  

Repeat Leaving Certifi cate
Our co-educational, one year Repeat Leaving 
Certifi cate course offers students from four counties 
an opportunity to successfully repeat their exams 
in a highly motivated environment. Alongside the 
dedicated teaching staff, students can avail of the wide 
spectrum of subjects offered in Coláiste Mhuire and 
gain entry to their course of choice at third level. 

First Year Homework Club
A dedicated homework club tailored to the needs of 
out new fi rst years is provided free of charge in the 
fi rst term. This enables our boys to develop the skills 
needed to dedicate themselves to their studies.

CurriculumCurriculum
Junior Cycle

Curriculum
Junior Cycle Senior Cycle

Curriculum
Senior Cycle

Curriculum

After School Study
The teacher- supervised study enables our students to expand on skills learned in class and to prepare for regular 
weekly and term assessments. Available to students in every year, study begins each day at 4.20pm and fi nishes at 
6.30pm. Students complete their revision in a quiet and focused environment.
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Extra CurricularExtra CurricularExtra Curricular

Students in Coláiste Mhuire are encouraged to participate in the 
many sporting activities offered in the college, to develop fully in 
mind, body and spirit.  

Some of the extra-curricular activities on offer include: Gaelic football, hurling, athletics, badminton, 
basketball, golf, horse riding and swimming as well as many others provided by our innovative PE 
department. 

Our school has an impressive record of success in all of these sports and the wealth of talent available to 
our coaches is immense. Our athletics teams have dominated schools cross country competitions for a 
number of years winning Leinster titles at all levels. Also notable are the achievements of our footballers at 
all school competitive levels. 

We are very proud of our students who have excelled in many sporting activities on the local, national and 
international stages.  PerformancePerformancePer
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Our scientifi cally-minded students can avail of an array of co-curricular 
activities such as the BT  Young Scientist competition,  the Maynooth 
Educational Technology Showcase, the Digital School Champion 
programme and they participate as part of our Coláiste Coders. 

The Coláiste Coders analyse the steps involved in the creation of websites, apps 
and computer software that have all become such an integral part of our daily lives 
in recent decades. 

Co-Curricular
Co-Curricular

With a greater emphasis on STEM subjects and the 
increasing job market in the scientifi c and technological 
sectors emerging worldwide, our Coláiste Coding 
participants will have a head start on the competition.

CodingWith a greater emphasis on STEM subjects and the CodingWith a greater emphasis on STEM subjects and the 
increasing job market in the scientifi c and technological Codingincreasing job market in the scientifi c and technological 
sectors emerging worldwide, our Coláiste Coding Codingsectors emerging worldwide, our Coláiste Coding 
participants will have a head start on the competition.

Coding
participants will have a head start on the competition.
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The Performing Arts 
The Performing Arts

Coláiste Mhuire prides itself on catering to all 
talents and our performing arts department is 
a fi ne example of this. There is a long tradition 
of excellence in Music in our college.

Each year our school band and choir provide 
musical entertainment at various functions 
including our Christmas Carol Service, School 
Musical Productions and 6th Year Mass. 
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Supporting Our S tudents Supporting Our S tudents Supporting Our Students

In Coláiste Mhuire, caring for our students is at the forefront of everything we do. 

In fi rst year, students are helped settle in to life in secondary school by their class 
teachers, tutors and year head. Also on offer is our Transition Year Mentoring 
Programme which sees all fi rst years “buddy up” with an older student in the hope 
that the more experienced student will help them overcome any challenge that they 
may come up against. 

Our dedicated guidance team are on offer to support students with any issue- big or small- and 
provide a space to speak on the many challenges facing adolescents in the busy world they inhabit. 
Links with local support services such as “Good2Talk” are also available. 

Our students can take part in learning support classes that ensure the particular needs of all of our 
students are catered for. In Coláiste Mhuire we embrace the most up-to-date methodologies such as 
collaborative and co-operative teaching. 

“The best teachers are those who show you 
where to look, but don’t tell you what to see” 
- Alexandra K TreaforTeach“The best teachers are those who show you Teach“The best teachers are those who show you 
where to look, but don’t tell you what to see” Teachwhere to look, but don’t tell you what to see” 
- Alexandra K TreaforTeach- Alexandra K Treafor
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Transition Year is a unique one year programme available to our students in Coláiste Mhuire. Our 
programme is designed in a way that students can grow and develop.  We promote the personal, 
social and educational development of students and prepare them for their role as autonomous, 
participative and responsible members of society. Students become immersed in all activities, 
developing new skills and talents, engaging in enterprise, becoming socially conscious and 
responsible while nurturing their academic capacity. 

TY enables students to make the transition from the more dependent type of learning associated with Junior 
Cycle towards self-directed learning styles in an independent environment associated with Senior Cycle and 
equips them with the skills necessary to achieve their full potential in the Leaving Certifi cate exam. It encourages 
the development of a wide range of transferable critical thinking and creative problem solving skills. 

Students engage in work experience which assists their decision making around further education and career 
choices. Work experience is benefi cial for all students. It develops independence and maturity while opening up a 
world of responsibility and maturity. 

Transition Year is a very worthwhile experience for the student who is committed to participating fully in the 
programme. Our programme in Coláiste Mhuire supports student wellbeing and  affords students the opportunity 
to develop a new-found confi dence and mature personally and academically through interaction with the local 
community and by engaging in worthwhile social awareness projects. TY students avail of the opportunity to 
broaden their horizons, develop new friendships and create memories that last a lifetime. 

A survey carried out by the Department of Education and Skills shows that students who sat their Leaving 
Certifi cate after completing Transition Year obtained an average of 45 CAO points more than those who sat the 
Leaving Certifi cate after two years 

Transition Year Transition Year 

In addition to traditional subjects of English, Irish, Maths, French/German, History, Geography, 
Religion, Science, Music, Business Studies and Physical Education. Transition Year students 
participate in a wide range of interesting modules such as: 

■  Alpha Youth
■  Build a Bank in association with AIB
■  Careers
■  Choir
■  Community volunteering
■  Computers
■  Construction
■  CU @ your school (Mullingar Credit Union)
■  Dance
■  Design, Communication and Graphics
■  Enterprise
■  Ethnic Cuisine
■  First Aid
■  GAA Coaching
■  Gaisce, The President’s Bronze Award
■  Home Economics
■  Horseriding
■  Italian
■  Law
■  Mindfulness
■  Performing Arts
■  Photography
■  Public Speaking
■  Royal Irish Academy of Music Exam
■  School Bank in association with BOI
■  Self-defence
■  Yoga

“I really enjoyed TY, we had a fun fi lled year 
both inside and outside the classroom. I feel the 

year matured and developed me as a person. 
Since fi nishing school and moving on to third 

level education I have learned that the skills 
employers are currently looking for are the very 

skills I learned during TY- such as public speaking, 
IT, team work, fundraising, event organisation 

communication and leadership.  I would 
recommend the TY programme to any student” 

- TY Student of the Year.
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Coláiste Mhuire encourages students to participate in the life of the school. Our 
Student Council offers opportunities for our future leaders to represent their peers 
and each class elects a representative. 

They have had great success in improving our school, having fulfi lled practical 
objectives such as the renovation of the canteen, the addition of seating in the 
courtyard and in the addition of water fountains around the school. 

S tudent  LeadershipStudent Leadership

“As we look ahead into the next 
century, leaders will be those 
who empower others.” 

- Bill Gates
Leadership “As we look ahead into the next Leadership “As we look ahead into the next 

century, leaders will be those Leadership century, leaders will be those 
who empower others.” Leadership who empower others.” 

- Bill Gates
Leadership 

- Bill Gates
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Coláiste  Mhuire On TourColáiste  Mhuire On TourColáiste  Mhuire On TourColáiste  Mhuire On TourColáiste  Mhuire On TourColáiste  Mhuire On TourColáiste  Mhuire On TourColáiste  Mhuire On TourColáiste  Mhuire On Tour

Explore “Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by 
the things you didn’t do than by the ones you did. So throw 
off the bowlines, sail away from the safe harbour.  Catch 
the trade winds in your sail. Explore. Dream. Discover” 

- Mark Twain
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